Should We Tell People to “Accept” or to
“Receive” Jesus in our Gospel Presentation?

(Please note: Pages 4 through 20 are appendices which contain long lists of Bible verses.
You may not wish to print these pages)

Many believers wish to make their “Gospel” presentation not only understandable,
but also accurate and true. When they search God’s word for instruction, many have also
come to the conclusion that a number of “pat” phrases which are commonly heard, are
not found in the Bible and that some even conflict with the Good News found in John
3:16 and many other verses.

Some examples of these are:
Give your heart/life to Jesus
Ask Jesus into your heart
Turn from your sins, repent of your sins
Make Jesus Lord of your life
Confess Christ publicly
Walk down the aisle. Pray this prayer

These and many other phrases are either confusing, not found in the Bible, or even
contradict the simple grace message of Eph. 2:8 and 9, by adding some form of man’s
effort to the finished work of Christ:

Eph 2:8 - For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9. Not of works, lest any man should boast.

There are also many verses which exhort believers to obedience and further
discipleship. Sometimes these same verses are misapplied to the unbeliever for salvation
and not to the believer for growth. The context is critical.

The goal of this paper is to approach two terms which are frequently used by many,
including “grace” teachers, and to encourage those who use them to reevaluate their use.
It is not our purpose to be “nitpicky’ over words but to make the plan of salvation clear
and understandable to those who have been blinded by Satan (II Cor. 4:4).

“Accept” Jesus as Your Savior

The word “accept” and its cognates are found 27 times in the KJV New Testament.
(Appendix A). An evaluation of all of these verses drives us to the conclusion that,
nowhere in the New Testament are we told to ““accept’ Christ. Several of these verses
speak of believers or our works as being accepted by or acceptable to God. None speak of
us accepting Jesus. None are referring to us becoming eternally saved. None are
imperatives (commands).

Granted, that there have been those who were saved when they were told to accept
Jesus, but they were saved when they actually believed in Him. Do we have to “accept”
Jesus in order to be eternally saved? The Bible does not say that we need to. Would it not
be better to stay as close to the Word as we can and just tell people to believe in Him?



“Receive” Jesus as Your Savior

The word “receive” and its cognates are found in 263 verses in the KIV New
Testament. (Appendix B). I could only find 13 verses that referred in any way to
receiving Christ. There are additional verses found which refer to “receiving the Holy
Spirit, God’s word, other believers, rewards for faithfulness, etc. and other occurrences
which seem to be general, varied and not applicable to this study.

The following 10 verses appear to refer, at least partially, to receiving Christ in some
sort of physical manner while He was here in human form. These probably are not very
applicable to our Gospel presentation:

Matthew 10:40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth
me receiveth him that sent me.

Matthew 18:5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name
receiveth me. (deyopa)

Mark 9:37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name,
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him
that sent me. (deywuat).

Luke 9:48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my
name receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that sent
me: for he that is least among you all, the same shall be great. (deyopant)).

Luke 9:53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he
would go to Jerusalem

Lu 19:6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.

Joh 4:45 Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him,
having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also
went unto the feast.

John 5:43 T am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.

Joh 6:21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately
the ship was at the land whither they went.

John 13:20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I
send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

And the only 3 verses in 2 contexts of this category that seem to refer to receiving
Jesus in the context of becoming eternally saved:

Joh 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: (Aappove)

This verse does not tell us to receive Jesus. It seems to say that the ones who believe
on His name also have received Him. I suggest that “receiving” Christ is something that
occurs when we believe in Him as we are commanded. This may be similar to being told
that we “must be born again.” This is a necessity but is not something that we do. It is
done when we believe in Jesus (along with many other things such as being justified,



sealed with the Spirit, etc.) I am open to suggestions on this, but the text makes it clear
that receiving Christ is not a command here.

Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him:
This verse tells us to walk in Christ as we have received Him; by faith. This agrees

with other Scripture. Again, please note that this verse and none of the above are
imperatives.

Since we are nowhere told to “receive” Jesus and are told many times to “believe” in
Him, does it not make sense to “tell it like it is.” In other words, we are told many times
in God’s Word to believe in Jesus. Why not relay to others the accurate message that God
intended.

Ist Thess. 2:4 - But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the
gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our
hearts.

Appendix A
All NT Verses Containing Variations of “Accept” (27)

Varied Uses:
Luke 4:19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

Luke 4:24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own
country.

Luke 20:21 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest and teachest
rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of any, but teachest the way of God truly:

Acts 10:35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him.

Acts 24:3 We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

Romans 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and
approved of men.

Romans 15:16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering
the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable , being
sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

Romans 15:31 That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that
my service which | have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints;



2 Corinthians 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of him.

2 Corinthians 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the _accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.)

2 Corinthians 8:12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a
man hath, and not according to that he hath not.

2 Corinthians 8:17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, of
his own accord he went unto you.

2 Corinthians 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another
gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

Galatians 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it
maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be
somewhat in conference added nothing to me:

Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted
in the beloved.

Ephesians 5:10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

Philippians 4:18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus
the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, wellpleasing to God.

1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.

1 Timothy 2:3 For this iS good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
1 Timothy 4:9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.

1 Timothy 5:4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew
piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God.

Hebrews 11:35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured,
not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:

Hebrews 12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

1 Peter 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God.

Out of those listed above, none have to do with being eternally saved and none
are imperatives. Out of the above 27, some are broken down into several categories.



In reference to our faithfulness or obedience:

Romans 12:1 1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.

Romans 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and
approved of men.

2 Corinthians 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of him.

Hebrews 12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

A believer’s works:

Philippians 4:18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus
the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, wellpleasing to God.

1 Timothy 5:4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew
piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God.

1 Peter 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it
patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God.

In reference to God’s grace:

Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted
in the beloved

Appendix B
All NT Verses Containing Variations of “Receive” (263)

Mt 7:8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.

Mt 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.

Mt 10:14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out
of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.

Mt 10:40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that
sent me.




Mt 10:41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s
reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall
receive a righteous man’s reward.

Mt 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.

Mt 11:14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.

Mt 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is
he which received seed by the way side.

Mt 13:20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the
word, and anon with joy receiveth it;

Mt 13:22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful.

Mt 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty.

Mt 17:24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money
came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute?

Mt 18:5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.

Mt 19:11 But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom
it is given.

Mt 19:12 For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb:
and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs,
which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that is
able to receive it, let him receive it.

Mt 19:29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

Mt 20:7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye
also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.

Mt 20:9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received
every man a penny.

Mt 20:10 But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more;
and they likewise received every man a penny.

Mt 20:11 And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the
house,

Mt 20:34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately
their eyes received sight, and they followed him.

Mt 21:22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

Mt 21:34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the
husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it.

Mt 23:14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater
damnation.




Mt 25:16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and
made them other five talents.

Mt 25:17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

Mt 25:18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s
money.

Mt 25:20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents,
saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them
five talents more.

Mt 25:22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst
unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

Mt 25:24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee
that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where
thou hast not strawed:

Mt 25:27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at
my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

Mr 2:2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room
to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto
them.

Mr 4:16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they
have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

Mr 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and
receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.

Mr 6:11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence,
shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you,
It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for
that city.

Mr 7:4 And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many
other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and
pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.

Mr 9:37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and
whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.

Mr 10:15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall not enter therein.

Mr 10:30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to
come eternal life.

Mr 10:51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto
thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that [ might receive my sight.

Mr 10:52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And
immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

Mr 11:24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

Mr 12:2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive
from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard.

Mr 12:40 Which devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these
shall receive greater damnation.




Mr 15:23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.

Mr 16:19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven,
and sat on the right hand of God.

Lu 6:24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.

Lu 6:34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for
sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

Lu 8:13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy;
and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Lu 8:40 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received
him: for they were all waiting for him.

Lu 9:5 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the
very dust from your feet for a testimony against them.

Lu9:11 And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and
spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing.

Lu 9:48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my name receiveth
me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he that is least
among you all, the same shall be great.

Lu 9:51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he
stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,

Lu 9:53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to
Jerusalem.

Lu 10:8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are
set before you:

Lu 10:10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out
into the streets of the same, and say,

Lu 10:38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a
certain woman named Martha received him into her house.

Lu 11:10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.

Lu 15:2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners,
and eateth with them.

Lu 15:27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted
calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.

Lu 16:4 T am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may
receive me into their houses.

Lu 16:9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.

Lu 16:25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art
tormented.

Lu 18:17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child shall in no wise enter therein.

Lu 18:30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to
come life everlasting.

Lu 18:41 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may
receive my sight.




Lu 18:42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

Lu 18:43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and
all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

Lu 19:6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.

Lu 19:12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom, and to return.

Lu 19:15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom,
then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the
money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

Lu 20:47 Which devour widows’ houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same
shall receive greater damnation.

Lu 23:41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man
hath done nothing amiss.

Joh 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

Joh 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name:

Joh 1:16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.

Joh 3:11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we
have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

Joh 3:27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him
from heaven.

Joh 3:32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his
testimony.

Joh 3:33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.

Joh 4:36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that
both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.

Joh 4:45 Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen
all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast.

Joh 5:34 But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be
saved.

Joh 5:41 I receive not honour from men.

Joh 5:43 T am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in
his own name, him ye will receive.

Joh 5:44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the
honour that cometh from God only?

Joh 6:21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at
the land whither they went.

Joh 7:23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should
not be broken; are ye angry at me, because | have made a man every whit whole on
the sabbath day?

Joh 7:39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive:
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

Joh 9:11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine
eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed,
and I received sight.




Joh 9:15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said
unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.

Joh 9:18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and
received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight.

Joh 10:18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my
Father.

Joh 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him:
the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

Joh 13:20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth
me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

Joh 13:30 He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.

Joh 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Joh 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you.

Joh 16:14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

Joh 16:24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full.

Joh 17:8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have
received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have
believed that thou didst send me.

Joh 18:3 Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests
and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.

Joh 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Joh 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive
ye the Holy Ghost:

Ac 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Ac 1:9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their sight.

Ac 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and
hear.

Ac 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.

Ac 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls.

Ac 3:5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.

Ac 3:7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet
and ankle bones received strength.
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Ac 3:21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.

Ac 7:38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake
to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give
unto us:

Ac 7:53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.

Ac 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.

Ac 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:

Ac 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the
Holy Ghost:

Ac 8:17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

Ac 8:19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may
receive the Holy Ghost.

Ac 9:12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand
on him, that he might receive his sight.

Ac 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on
him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the
Holy Ghost.

Ac 9:18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received
sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

Ac 9:19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain
days with the disciples which were at Damascus.

Ac 10:16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.

Ac 10:43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

Ac 10:47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have
received the Holy Ghost as well as we?

Ac 11:1 And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had
also received the word of God.

Ac 15:4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and
of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.

Ac 16:21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe,
being Romans.

Ac 16:24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and
made their feet fast in the stocks.

Ac 17:7 Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar,
saying that there is another king, one Jesus.

Ac 17:11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so.

Ac 17:15 And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: and receiving a
commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they
departed.
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Ac 18:27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting
the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had
believed through grace:

Ac 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And
they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

Ac 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so
that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

Ac 20:35 T have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the
weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to
give than to receive.

Ac 21:17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.

Ac 22:5 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders:
from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring
them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.

Ac 22:13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight.
And the same hour I looked up upon him.

Ac 22:18 And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of
Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.

Ac 26:10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in
prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to
death, I gave my voice against them.

Ac 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

Ac 28:2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire,
and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.

Ac 28:7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose
name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously.

Ac 28:21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning
thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee.

Ac 28:30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that
came in unto him,

Ro 1:5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith
among all nations, for his name:

Ro 1:27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their
lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and
receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.

Ro 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith
which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that
believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto
them also:

Ro 5:11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have now received the atonement.
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Ro 5:17 For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one,
Jesus Christ.)

Ro 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Ro 11:15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the
receiving of them be, but life from the dead?

Ro 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.

Ro 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.

Ro 14:3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth
not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.

Ro 15:7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of
God.

Ro 16:2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in
whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and
of myself also.

1Co 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

1Co 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

1Co 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive
his own reward according to his own labour.

1Co 3:14 If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a
reward.

1Co 4:7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst
not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not
received it?

1Co 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?
So run, that ye may obtain.

1Co 11:23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the
Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

1Co 14:5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for
greater iS he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret,
that the church may receive edifying.

1Co 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you,
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

1Co 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures;

2Co 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint
not;

2Co 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good
or bad.
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2Co 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the
grace of God in vain.

2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

2Co 7:2 Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have
defrauded no man.

2Co 7:9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance:
for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in
nothing.

2Co 7:15 And his inward affection is more abundant toward you, whilst he remembereth
the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling ye received him.

2Co 8:4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us
the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.

2Co 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or
if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye
have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

2Co 11:16 I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me,
that I may boast myself a little.

2Co 11:24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.

Ga 1:9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

Ga 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ.

Ga 3:2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or
by the hearing of faith?

Ga 3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ;
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Ga 4:5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons.

Ga 4:14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but
received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.

Eph 6:8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive
of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.

Php 2:29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in
reputation:

Php 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in
me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

Php 4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I
departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving
and receiving, but ye only.

Php 4:18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the
things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable,
wellpleasing to God.

Col 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

Col 3:24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ.
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Col 3:25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and
there is no respect of persons.

Col 4:10 Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister’s son to
Barnabas, (touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive
him;)

Col 4:17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in
the Lord, that thou fulfil it.

1Th 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in
much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

1Th 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received
the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it
is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

1Th 4:1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus,
that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would
abound more and more.

2Th 2:10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

2Th 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of us.

1Ti 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into glory.

1Ti 4:3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

1Ti 4:4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received
with thanksgiving:

1Ti 5:19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.

Phm 1:12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels:

Phm 1:15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him
for ever;

Phm 1:17 If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.

Heb 2:2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompence of reward;

Heb 6:7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth
forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:

Heb 7:5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the
priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law,
that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham:

Heb 7:6 But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and
blessed him that had the promises.

Heb 7:8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is
witnessed that he liveth.

Heb 7:9 And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham.
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Heb 7:11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people
received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the
order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?

Heb 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament,
they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

Heb 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

Heb 10:36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise.

Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he
went.

Heb 11:11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was
delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had
promised.

Heb 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had
received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

Heb 11:19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from
whence also he received him in a figure.

Heb 11:31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she
had received the spies with peace.

Heb 11:35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:

Heb 11:39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the
promise:

Heb 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth.

Heb 12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

Jas 1:7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

Jas 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

Jas 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

Jas 2:25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had
received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?

Jas 3:1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater
condemnation.

Jas 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your
lusts.
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Jas 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it,
until he receive the early and latter rain.

1Pe 1:9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

1Pe 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

1Pe 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

1Pe 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away.

2Pe 1:17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.

2Pe 2:13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure
to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their
own deceivings while they feast with you;

1Jo 2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need
not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and
is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

1Jo 3:22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

1Jo 5:9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the
witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.

2Jo 1:4 Irejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have
received a commandment from the Father.

2Jo 1:8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but
that we receive a full reward.

2Jo 1:10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into
your house, neither bid him God speed:

3Jo 1:8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.

3Jo 1:9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence
among them, receiveth us not.

3Jo 1:10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against
us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.

Re 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it.

Re 2:27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

Re 3:3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent.
If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not
know what hour I will come upon thee.

Re 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
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Re 5:12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

Re 13:16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:

Re 14:9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

Re 14:11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have
no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth
the mark of his name.

Re 17:12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.

Re 18:4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

Re 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and
them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning
with brimstone.

Re 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them:
and | saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.

The following verses have been categorized but are also included in the
comprehensive list above:

In reference to Jesus receiving us, i.e. the rapture of the church:

John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

In reference to receiving the Holy Spirit, Not applicable to us today as we now
have the Spirit. John 20:22 is the only imperative that I could find in the selected
verses:

John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost. (also not applicable to us today).

Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive
the Holy Ghost:

Acts 8:17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

Acts 8:19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may
receive the Holy Ghost.
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Acts 10:47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have
received the Holy Ghost as well as we?

Acts 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And
they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

Receiving the word: Apparently some of these are referring to eternal life and
are synonymous with believing in Jesus (e.g. Luke 8:13). The only imperative in this
group is James 1:21, which is speaking to those who already saved:

Matthew 13:20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; (The first “received” has to do with
sowing seed. The second “receiveth is “AapPove."

Mark 4:16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they
have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; Aappove

Mark 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word,
and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an
hundred. Tapadeyopot

Luke 8:13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy;
and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.
deyouot

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls.

Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:

Acts 11:1 And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had
also received the word of God.

Acts 17:11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so.

1 Thessalonians 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when
ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe.

James 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

In reference to receiving remission (forgiveness; not justification) of sins:

Acts 10:43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.
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Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

In reference to receiving the knowledge of the truth:

Hebrews 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

In reference to receiving the atonement:

Romans 5:11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have now received the atonement.

In reference to “receiving” the Kingdom of God:

Mark 10:15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall not enter therein. deyopoit

Luke 18:17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child shall in no wise enter therein. deyopon

The faithful will “receive” rewards:

Matthew 19:29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.

1 Corinthians 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall
receive his own reward according to his own labour.

1 Corinthians 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward.

1 Corinthians 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad.

Colossians 3:24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance:
for ye serve the Lord Christ.

Hebrews 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament,
they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

1 Peter 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory
that fadeth not away.

2 John 1:8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but
that we receive a full reward. Back to Top
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